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“MATCH POINTS”

Official newsletter of the Magnolia Practical Shooters Club

                                                              

Hurryup and Shoot!!
Yep. The sky was getting darker. (so we put on our clear lenses) The wind started building up. (so we fixed the tumbling walls and re-calibrated the poppers) We got a little sprinkle at about 11:00. (but soon after, it quit) I think it’s holding off! So….” Hurry up and shoot!” 

It was truly amazing, ladies gentlemen. Unbelievably, we got all 26 of us through shooting, everything cleaned up and in the building, sorted the brass, and got all the way to the Pizza Hut before the bottom finally fell out.   And a “Big Bottom” it was. Flash flooding and around 7 feet above the river’s flood stage, resulted in Magnolia RPC, once again becoming 

“Lake Magnolia”.
Needless to say our 3-Gun Match scheduled for 4/13 didn’t happen due to a shortage of life preservers. Keep an eye on these pages and your e-mail for news of a rescheduled date for our April 3-Gun.

The good news is we had a bunch of new and returning shooters this month. Let’s make these folks feel really welcome, and help ’em out in any way we can. A warm and hearty welcome goes out to: Glenn Chambliss, David Harris, Scott Hollingsworth, John McArthur, Ralph McLaney, Robert Whitworth, and Mark Young. Thanks for joining us!

The Stages:

Originally our MPSC stage design team planned on having 5 fun stages this month, however with the immanence of bad weather approaching, we went ahead and settled for our old standard of 4, leaving one to be most likely run next month. 

Our stages this month were provided by Mike Boyd, Bryant Chaffin, and Greg McDade. 

Stage 1 was a big 41 round Comstock field course, aptly named “Round Count”, designed by Mike Boyd. This was a nice “in your face” up close and personal, run and gun type course in the tradition of our good friends in LA  (a.k.a. a “Tangi” stage). Good use of walls for vision barriers, and steel (shot through a port) made this an excellent test for trigger speed and efficiency in movement. Nice job, Mike!

Stage 2, “Shooter’s Choice” was a 16 round Comstock speed shoot, designed by Bryant Chaffin. This course featured 8 IPSC targets, (some open and some protected by no-shoots) shot from one position. The choice was not only order of engagement, but what hand position to start with. (hands relaxed or above shoulders) Then, the choice was when to perform the mandatory reload, which had to be done sometime between the first and last shot. It made you think a little… Duh.

Oh-Oh!.. Here comes stage 3. USPSA Classifier #99-13  “Quicky II”. This 24 round, Virginia count stage included two separate strings where you had to engage 3 targets with 2 rounds each, make a mandatory reload and then re-engage them using strong hand only on the fist string, and weak hand only on the second…something we all could use more practice on, judging from the amount of penalties that were assessed.

Last, but not least, Stage 4, by Greg McDade, was a big ole’ 32 round, lateral motion Comstock field course named “Where dey at?” This course had a good mix of far-off and close-up targets that were set well spaced, requiring the shooter to almost get right up into the ports between the walls in order to see them all. No-shoots had a bad habit of getting in the way at times, too. This stage was a lot of fun to shoot. Thanks Greg!

Results:

Here we go. The numbers are in and there are no big surprises this month. 

With only one competitor in production division, Tommy “Doc” Cabell’s sweep of all 4 stages was a little anticlimactic. Hang in there “Doc”, we’ll get some more production shooters in there soon.

 In Open division there were only 3 and Bud Berthold claimed all 4 stages to take HOA open for April. Second overall and 1st C class was Jack Harrington at 67.2%. And finally Robert Whitworth finished 3rd overall and 1st unclassified with 58.2%

Limited 10 division had 5shooters this month. Our man, Mike Boyd took HOA. Mike’s gonna be easing his way on outta C class pretty soon, don’t you think? Not far behind was Eric Hudson with 91.9% and 1st unclassified. New shooter Ralph McLaney placed 3rd overall with a very respectable 72.08%, followed by Charles Morrison and Carolyn Hudson.

 In limited division, Bryant “El Prez” Chaffin followed suit with Bud to win all 4 stages and take HOA Limited. The big story here though is Nick Boyd’s 2nd overall finish with 76.235% and 1st C class. Congratulations “Nicky!” Watch out guys, that’s an A-class percentage! 3rd overall and 1st B class went to Greg McDade with 74.6%, followed closely by visiting shooters Glenn Chambliss and Mark Young at 73.7% and 71.9% respectively for 2nd and 3rd B class. Cliff Cargill came in 6th overall and 1st Master, shooting minor-glock at 69.9%. John Heiter finished 2nd C, just edging out visiting David Harris (1st unclassified), 63.279% to 63.238% for 7th overall. Filling out the rest of the group was Matt Moorer, Dianna Moorer, Pat DeBerry, Scott Hollingsworth, Howard Adams, Amanda Moorer, Chris Howard, Mike McArthur (1st D class) and Mike’s Dad, John McArthur.

Know da Rules!!

It’s a good idea, after you’ve shot a stage, to go around with the RO and see your hits and watch how he or she calls them. Sometimes the bullet holes are so close, scoring wise, they could be scored either way. Is it an “A” or a “C”? Is it a “D” or a Miss? It is permissible, and generally, you are encouraged to politely ask  the RO to check your hit with an overlay, if you think it could be scored more accurately. An overlay is a clear plastic measuring device, issued to all certified Range Officers by the NROI (National Range Officers Institute). The overlay has a fine line representation of the exact diameter of all the most common calibers used in IPSC competition. Anyone can obtain one of these measuring devices through the USPSA. Some of the rules that apply to scoring are under section 9.5 “Scoring Policy”. Rule 9.5.3   If the bullet diameter of any hit on a scoring target touches the scoring line between scoring areas, it shall be scored as the higher value. Rule 9.5.4  If the bullet diameter of any hit in a replacement non-scoring border (“hard” cover) touches the scoring area on the target, it shall be scored as the value of that area. Rule 9.5.5  If a portion of the bullet diameter of any hit on a scoring target also touches the scoring surface of a penalty target, it shall score the target and the penalty. And Rule 9.5.6  If a portion of the bullet diameter of any hit on a penalty target touches a scoring area of a scoring target, it shall score the penalty and the target.

The key words here are “bullet diameter” and “touches”. Place the overlay over the bullet hole so it symmetrically surrounds the hole. If the black line circle representing the bullet diameter of your caliber “touches” the scoring line, it counts for that score.

It doesn’t have to “break the perf.” And the RO shouldn’t merely look at the “grease mark” or any “radial tears”, or any other unspecified measurement to determine your score. The overlay is “clear”. 

                         -DVC.

Announcements:

A 1000 “Thank yous” go out to Mike Boyd, Bryant Chaffin, John Heiter, Matt Moorer, Greg McDade, and everyone else who showed up early, pitched in and helped set up, work, and take down the stages so we could get everything in before the terrible weather.  “Molto Grazie, mia Peissanne”.

The Area 4 regional match will be held in Bossier City, LA on the weekend of June 6, 7 and 8 this year. This is always a very good upper level match and there will be a bunch of us from MPSC and Meridian who will surely want to squad together, so get in touch with Bryant Chaffin or Jack Harrington and we’ll make arrangements to send in all our stuff together. If you need more info about A403, visit the Area 4 website via the link that’s on www.uspsa.org
Our next match at Magnolia is scheduled for May 4th at 9:00am with a shooters meeting on the preceding Wednesday, April 30th, 6:30 pm at “On the Border” Restaurant.

Our lands End order for  “Team Magnolia” apparel should be in by the May 4th match, so, if you placed an order with John Heiter you can pick it up then.  Please don’t forget to bring your checkbooks if you haven’t paid him yet.  Again, keep an ear out for a new date for the 3-Gun match.

                           -DVC

STATISTICS:

Complete Match Statistics are available at:

http://www.teammagnolia.com/competition/match_results/2003/april/
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