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“MATCH POINTS”

Official newsletter of the Magnolia Practical Shooters Club

                                                              

“Fireworks in July”


As you may well know, living in this part of the country, the weather can sometimes play tricks on you. With as much sporadic rain that fell here the whole week before match day, who would’ve guessed that the range would be in good enough shape to set up and play. And, from the looks of the sky overhead at 7:00 am, who would’ve guessed 

that we would get through the day? Yea, the range was wet. We had some standing water in places, so we 86’d a couple of stages that we planned to shoot, but it didn’t keep us from having a great match with 24 shooters including one junior, and 4 good stages (a couple of them made up on the spot)

We had a few new and returning shooters this month. Let’s welcome new shooter, Abe Morris. He was shooting his Glock pistol in Limited division so we know he was having fun. We look forward to having him back for more. We got a surprise return of two of our past regulars, Leighton Dillard and Daniel Harrington. Daniel was in town for a holiday visit with his family, and couldn’t pass up the opportunity to come back and shoot with Dad and his buddies. We’re of course counting on Leighton to come back and be a “Permanent Fixture” again here at MPSC. 

It’s always great to have some friends come from out of town and shoot with us and help out.  Mark Young and Jerry Barnum drove all the way up from Poplarville. Dr. Dan McKiever came in from Meridian. We appreciate all you guys!

The Stages:

As explained before, in anticipation of weather problems, a couple of the stages that were planned for this month got either simplified or ditched altogether. So, the MPSC stage design team was handed the task of making up some, on the spot stages that would “fit in the dry areas” of the range. “On the spot” stage designers this month included Bud Berthold, Bryant Chaffin and Matt Moorer, so….here we go.

Stage 1, “Look Ma, No Walls” was a long, but nicely laid out 32 round, 160 point Comstock field course, put together by Bryant Chaffin. It featured some close-up targets, a very tight “Fan” of alternating targets with no- shoots, and the already famous, but recently improved “Brother Chaffin’s Pendulum / Swinging-Plates” prop. This course of fire ran almost the entire length of the left berm of the “50” before you even got to the steel. And with no walls, you could see almost the whole stage from the start box. It opened up some options as far as whether to shoot on the move, or where to plant yourself when engaging each of the arrays. It was fun, if you didn’t have to spend too much time (and ammo) on the “Pendulum”.

Stage 2 was this month’s USPSA classifier No. 99-62, “Bang and Clang”, a “quickie” 6 round, 30 point course of fire. Funny thing, 4 Pepper-Poppers and 1 paper target set up in a nice tight, close array with no reload kinda brings on a whole new meaning to the word “Speed-shoot”.  It was tempting enough to make some of us push the envelope looking to break that precious 3-second mark.

Stage 3 was the result of two guys being told at the same time to come up with a high round-count, but short field course “on the spot”. Bud Berthold and Matt Moorer got to work and came up with this cool 4 wall, 33 round,165 point field course, very appropriately named “Imprompt-2”. This stage had a good mixture of distant and close-up targets with some that were double-stacked. Spaces between walls and ports in the walls gave 

the shooter multiple presentations of targets and a steel plate that was available from several positions. Once you had your plan, this course was a fun, smooth flowing test of speed and accuracy. Not bad for an “Impromt-2” stage.

Finally, Stage 4, “Playing with your mind”, was an 18 round, 90 point Comstock, (Bryant Chaffin throw together) speed shoot. Unfortunately it turned out to be a real “Thinking” stage. There were 3 double- stacked target arrays in which you had to put 3 rounds into each target (not the usual 2). You had to start and shoot one of the arrays from one box, then another array from another box that was right next to the first one. Then you had to shoot the third array with one foot in each of the two boxes (not necessarily in that order).

Some of us just couldn’t handle the thinking part, but it made for a good test anyway.

Results:

Our uncontested revolver shooter, Pat DeBerry, did it again. He won 3 out of the 4 stages in his division and finished on top. I don’t know Pat. If you zero a stage, and nobody else shoots it, did you really 

win it?

In open division we had 4 shooters and there were no surprises or upsets here. Everyone finished exactly in order of class. Dan McKeiver took the high overall and 1st Master, winning 2 out of the 4 stages, including being the only one to break the coveted 3-second mark on the classifier! Congrats Dan!

Returning open division shooter, Leighton Dillard came in next, winning stage 3, taking 1st A class with 86.16%. Not far behind was Bud Berthold, who won stage 1, taking 3rd overall and 1st B class with 80.06%. And Jack Harrington finished 4th overall and 1st C class with 56.11%. Hooray! for open!

Limited-10 division had a much lower turnout than usual this month with only 3 competitors. Tommy Cabell finished 1st again. Frank Farmer took 2nd overall with 71.77% and unclassified shooter, Joe Etheridge finished 3rd with 15.10%.

Limited division didn’t seem to come up short at all this month, with a solid 16 competitors. Master class, Limited shooter, Bryant Chaffin took HOA, winning 3 out of the 4 stages. Only 20 or so stage points behind was Jeff Carey, handily taking 2nd overall and 1st B class with 94.46%. Great shooting Jeff!!! 3rd overall and 2nd B went to Greg McDade with 82.6%. Glenn Chambliss, taking a win on stage 4, finished 

3rd B class Limited, (4th overall) with 79.98%. Richard Pitman came in 5th overall and 1st   A-class with 75.57%. Mark Young ended up 6th overall and 4th B with 73.25%. And Jerry Barhum took 1st C class Limited (7th overall) with 70.40%. He was followed by Matt Moorer, John Heiter, Randy Smith (1st unclassified), Dianna Moorer, Amanda Moorer, Daniel Harrington, Bill Cheney, James McDade (1st D class) and Abe Morris. Thanks to everyone who helped out and contributed to a great day.

July 3-Gun!

Yea!!! We finally got one in this season! Twelve of us “Die Hards” showed up, and despite the heat, the “Gun Gremlins” and the “Brain Fade”, had the time of our lives!  

Full credit goes to 3-Gun V.P. Matt Moorer for designing the stages and doing most of the prep work. But a big “Thank You” goes out to his helpers that came out early to set up and help put the finishing touches on the stages, then tear down after. We also really appreciate the hard work of our stats coordinator, Big John Heiter, who’s doing a great job working on that computer and keeping things organized. 

Thanks John!

2 Big Stages?

The plan was to keep space use as efficient as possible. So, Stage 1, a giant 42 round, 210 point field course, using 21 IPSC targets was set in the 50 yard bay, spread out wide and long specifically for Rifle. Then, Stage 2, made up of 16 pieces of steel and only 2 IPSC targets (20 rounds and 100 points) was set up on the 25, specifically for shotgun. Both of these huge stages were also shot with pistol, providing us with a nice, neat 3-Gun match with 4 big Stages.

It was really too hot, and it was a lot of work, and it felt like it took forever to get through it, but if you weren’t there, you missed out on a hell of a lot of fun!

Announcements:

MPSC will be hosting a “Special Classifier” match next month on August 3, 2003. This’ll be a perfect opportunity to go ahead and establish a classification for your USPSA membership. (So you don’t have to look at that ugly “U” or “Pen” next to your name) Or you can start your classification in a new division. Or, if you want, you can try to kick yourself up to the next level in your current division.

Even if you just want to come and have fun, be sure and join us for the August “Special Classifier”. 

Tangi Practical Shooters will be hosting their regular July match on July 27, 2003. Shooting starts at 9:00 am. Check in with one of us about riding together. We’ll leave from the Winn-Dixie in Byram at about  7:00 am. These guys always put on a great match! 

Louisiana’s State Sectional match (LASC) is September 6-7, 2003. Let’s get a bunch of us together and send our stuff in so we can make plans for Team Magnolia at  LASC’03.

Remember…

…Fast

…Straight

…Safe.                –DVC.

Stats: View all MPSC scores and standings on line at:
www.teammagnolia.com
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