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Volume 6, Number 10

“MATCH POINTS”

Official newsletter of the Magnolia Practical Shooters Club

                                                              

“Thankful in November”

Here we are, still coming down off the excitement of the 2003 Mississippi Classic, hot and heavy at it, hosting another well run, and well attended local match for November. 

Right when we’re usually approaching “burn-out” for the year, trying to “wind it down”, this month’s match boasted a solid 31 shooters, including 4 juniors, 6 seniors and 1 super senior!

A big hearty welcome goes out to a couple of new shooters to MPSC, Robbie Landry, and new Junior shooter, Brandon Moorer. Thanks for joining us, guys. We hope to see you again real soon.

It was a pleasure to see a few of our past members returning this month, including Leighton Dillard, Tim Frank and John Saulters. Welcome back, guys! Let’s do everything we can to keep these folks coming and contributing to our favorite sport.

Again, we really appreciate our buddies from out of town. 

Mark Young comes all the way up from the South Mississippi (Poplarville) area, and always works. his butt off at our matches. This month was no exception. Thanks so much, Mark!  

The Stages:

Always looking for a little something interesting and out of the ordinary, this month’s stage design team may have broken some new ground. Then again, we may have turned up some old rancid land-fill too.

Stages for November  were provided by Bud Berthold, Mike Boyd and Bryant Chaffin. These guys work very hard so we can have truly enjoyable shooting every month, and their efforts are always appreciated. (no matter what the outcome) Be sure and thank them for their contribution. At the same time, don’t hesitate to bring them your ideas for stages, and ask them questions about writing and submitting stages for a match. Everyone is welcome to contribute.

Stage 1, could have very well been a trip, back in time to the early days of IPSC. You know, a “Blast from the Past” type stage. You’ve seen it before, a single box with a lot of targets to shoot at through specified ports or from specified positions. 

This “brainchild” of Mike Boyd’s was a 30 round, 150 point, “speed-shoot” stage called “Barrels”. Non-the-less a fun stage to shoot, one of the tricks here was to be sure you had it down just exactly which targets you could shoot from what position or port. The other was to figure out when or how you were gonna get your belly down to that prone position for the low port. Lastly, the most difficult thing about shooting this stage was resisting the urge to shoot it, or “Game” it (depending on how you look at it) in a true IPSC “Free-Style” manor. In other words, “as you see it”…. Oh yea!

Stage 2 was USPSA classifier stage No. 99-32, “Indoor Rapid Fire Standards”. This 25 round, 125 point “Standards Stage” is not a very popular classifier. It’s not shot very often because it’s a fixed “Timed Fire” with 4 strings. So it takes a lot of extra time to run. However, the targets are not terribly far away, and if you can manage to fit all your shots within the allotted time, it’s easy to rack up a pretty good points score and bring up your classification average. So, if you’ve got shooters who want to move up in class, this is a good one to do it with.

Stage 3, “Back off, Boogaloo” had an interesting, if not, controversial flavor. This 32 round, 160 point Comstock field course was a “Back-up the Hallway” stage designed by Bud Berthold.

The shooter started down at the end of the hall, facing down range through a port where 4 steel and 2 paper targets were available. On signal, the shooter engaged targets as they became visible. So as the shooter backed up the hallway, targets could be seen around and in- between the ends of the walls in the hallway. Safety and control was the key here, and if nothing else, maybe it had a slight hint of “tactical integrity”? 

……“Nah!”  

Stage 4 was an effort to keep us more alert to some of the new props that are available, and in regular use now a-days.

Bryant Chaffin put together this fun 32 round, 160 point Comstock field course that featured both the dreaded “Texas Star” and the new “Wind-Mill” prop and called it “Trick or Treat”. This right to left moving stage started with the shooter facing down-range, riding a broom, dressed in a Witch’s hat, ready for the “Trick.” 

The “Star”, with only 4 plates attached, was put into motion by a falling popper. The same popper activated the real “trick”, Four IPSC targets that were mounted to the “Windmill”. We all found out pretty quickly that the longer you wait to shoot that windmill, the faster it spins! If you weren’t there, just ask Jeff Carey next time you see him. Without a doubt, stage 4 was the biggest “Treat” of the match! 

Results:

What? No revolver shooters to tease, ridicule or just hassle this month? What is this shooting world coming to? 

Robbie Landry was our only competitor in Production division this month. So, I guess for his first time out here at Magnolia, he did quite well. Good job, Robbie. Now we just have to do our part and get you some competition.

Now, with only 3 competitors in open division, it’s getting a little lonely over here on the “Dark Side”. Come on folks, lets get some more of our buddies who have open guns out here shooting open. 

Everybody knows, “Open” is more fun!

Anyway, one of our most “fun-loving” shooters, Bud (da Bombr) Berthold won 3 out of the 4 stages for a very convincing HOA in open division.  A-class shooter, Leighton Dillard finished 2nd overall, at 87.45%. And Mark Young, less than 6 points behind, came in 3rd, with a very respectable 86.49%. 

We had a decent turnout in L-10 division again this month. Nine competitors. And once again, our club “Doctor”, Tommy Cabell took the HOA. Mike Boyd finished 2nd overall and 1st C-class L-10 with 87.28%. Excellent finish, Mike! Frank Farmer was 3rd overall and 2nd C-class with 72.97%. Fourth place and 3rd C-class went to Charles Morrison with 64.6%. And 5th overall went to Chris Howard with 61.77%. Ralph McLaney was our high unclassified in L-10 with 59.44%, followed by Hank Stern, Matt Fuller, and Jack Harrington.

As usual, our largest contingent was in Limited
Division, with 18 competitors.

Now, somewhere in this bunch, there must be at least a couple of able-bodied open shooters (dressed in “Limited” clothing) just hiding out among the masses, waiting for an opportunity to come out of the closet.

And of course, the unstoppable, untouchable, Bryant Chaffin was our HOA again, winning all 4 stages. Great work, Bryant! But wait! Look who came in 2nd overall and 1st C-class?  It’s Nick Boyd, one of our junior shooters with 79.37%. Watch out for this young man, folks. He’s moving up in the world and he’s going to surprise us all!  Stay with it, Nicky! 

Richard Pittman finished 1st A-class and 3rd overall for the match at 77.63%. 4th overall and 1st B-class went to Gerald Benton with 74.21% followed by Jeff Carey and Matt Moorer at 71.92% and 59.34%, for 2nd and 3rd B respectively. 

A couple more of our juniors finished extremely well this month. Gerald Benton, Jr. and Amanda Moorer took 2nd and 3rd C-class with 54.97% and 54.33% respectively. And first place in D-class went to Bill Cheney at 53.98%, who was followed by Howard Adams, Pat DeBerry, Dianna Moorer, John Heiter, John Saulters, Mike McArthur, Tim Frank, Jimmy Dean, and new junior shooter, Brandon Moorer.

Year end Meeting:

On November 16th we held our annual Year-end Meeting and “Bash” at Bud Berthold’s house.  Those in attendance enjoyed, along with some fine food catered by “Red, Hot and Blue, plenty of good social interaction and some constructive discussion aimed at the achievements of the past season and, of course plans for the upcoming year.

Here are some of the items we were able to vote in for the 2004 season at this years meeting:

1. We will continue to host our regular monthly IPSC matches on the 1st Sunday of each month.

2. We will run our IPSC 3-Gun matches on the 3rd Sunday. (number of 3-Guns TBA)

3. The Mississippi Classic 2004 will be scheduled for the 2nd weekend in October (Oct. 8-10, 2004)

4. Match fees will be basically the same as in 2003. Annual  membership is $20. Monthly match fees are $10. for members, $15. for non-members. Juniors are half price. New shooter’s first match is free. Anyone who brings a new shooter to shoot a match gets $5. off his match fee.

5. We will start making plans to host a “Law Enforcement Only” Trophy Match sometime this season.

6. Plans are also being made to set up a table representing MPSC at a major area “Gun Show” in 2004.

7. Elected officers of the club will carry over into a second term.

8. We’re considering several different locations for our monthly shooters meetings. In the next few months, we’ll try each one and eventually decide on a permanent location.

9. We agreed to keep in touch and possibly vote on stage prop and equipment purchases via e-mail. 

10. Finally, it was decided by unanimous vote that MPSC would reimburse John Heiter for all his costs in maintaining the “Team Magnolia” web site. And, of course take over paying  the monthly fees to maintain the site.

Announcements:

Our next, and final monthly match for the 2003 season will be on Sunday, Dec.7, 2003. Shooting starts at 9:00 am. Set up at 7 am. Be there, or be square.

Also, Dec. 14th we’ll have our last 3-Gun match of the season, again starting at 9:00 am with setup at 7. Keep an eye out for e-mail info on details and round counts for the 3-Gun as they become available.

In other 3-gun news from around the state, Team Magnolia has received word that the Crossroads Sport Shooting Assn. in Glen, MS (one of our
sister clubs from the north) is going to host the 2004 MS 3-gun Section Match May 21-23, 2004.  It will benefit their local chapter of the American Red Cross.  They will be getting sanctioning approval shortly and
hope to have more info available by the first of the year. It will be approximately one month before the National 3-gun Championship and would
be a great tune-up for anyone interested.  We will provide more information as we receive it.

Editor’s Note:

“Match Points” is looking for new ideas and ways to improve itself for the newyear. We would like to get as much feedback as possible from everyone who is associated with MPSC. Please inform us of your suggestions, comments, criticisms, or praises. Anything that could help improve and make more efficient this very effective mode of communication we have with our members and guests. Our newsletter is like our Shooting Club. It’s a “Work in Progress”, so if there’s anything you can think of that will help keep us going in the right direction for you, please communicate it to us, either by e-mail, or give us a call, or even take us aside in person. We need you to help us make this the best, most informative shooting newsletter around. Thanks and DVC. –Editor.

Stats:

You can see all the gory details for November at www.teammagnolia.com
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