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“September Mornin’”

You can tell the season is ready to change when we start getting a little break from the heat. This month’s match was also a bit cooler on attendance, with only 14 competitors. A bunch of our regular folks were out of town, at the LASC-03. (Louisiana State Championship 2003) 

The low attendance, however was certainly no indicator of anything lacking in quality and organization. Congratulations and sincere thanks go out to VP John Heiter, 3-Gun VP Matt Moorer, and everyone else who chipped in and worked really hard to help make this month’s match a well run success. An extra special  “thank you” goes out to our friends from South Mississippi, Mark Young and Jerry Barham for coming all this way and helping out. We’re especially indebted to them for doing their part to keep Open Division alive and well here at Magnolia.  Yea!!

The Stages:

We had some good stages this month. They were the brainchildren of VP, John Heiter and Club President Bryant Chaffin (in absentia). We also featured a good USPSA Classifier Stage.

Stage 1 was one of those old fashion IPSC “Box” stages, written by John Heiter. In this 26 round, 130 point Comstock course, the shooter started in Box A and engaged an array of targets. Then moving to Box B, engaged a similar array. Finally, advancing to Box C, the shooter finished the stage by engaging the last array, shooting around walls and barrels used as vision barriers. 

Stage 2, this month was USPSA Classifier No. CM 99-55( “Peek-a-Boo No-Shoots”). This 12 round, 60 point Comstock Speed Shoot put the shooter up against 6 IPSC targets, well guarded by No-Shoots. The procedure was to engage them with one round each, then after a mandatory reload, re-engage them with one round each again. Simple? Yes, but not that easy.

Stage 3 was John Heiter’s “It Might Work”, a 25 round, 125 point Comstock Field Course, featuring a swinging target, activated by a falling Pepper Popper, and plenty of doors, walls and ports to shoot around and through. This stage was a good example of a true “free-style” course of fire. It had a large fault line area with enough vision barriers to offer the shooter plenty of options for order of engagement and number of rounds per shooting position. Great stage, John!

Lastly, Stage 4, “Mag Practice”, submitted by Bryant Chaffin, was a 20 round, 100 point, Comstock Speed Shoot. This course featured IPSC’s new “Classic” targets, 2 Pepper Poppers and 2 falling Steel Plates. The stage procedure featured mandatory reloads and allowed the shooter many choices as to order of engagement. Nice idea.

Results:

Believe it or not, even though Pat DeBerry was away with the group in Louisiana, we still had one lonely Revolver shooter to make fun of. Hank Stern brought his wheel gun and swept all four stages from, well, nobody, I guess. Congratulations Hank!

 As stated previously, the two guys from South Mississippi were responsible for keeping Open division in the match this month. Mark Young claimed the HOA with Jerry Barham finishing at 71.35%. Good job guys!

Limited-10 was well represented by 4 excellent competitors this month. Dr. Tommy Cabell took the HOA, winning 3 out of the 4 stages. Chris Howard, with a stage win on the classifier, came back after a long absence and finished 2nd overall and 1st D-class with 65.17%. BTW, that’s a B-class percentage, folks!  Eric Hudson was next (3rd overall and 2nd D) at 64.12%, followed by Ralph McLaney with 47.7%.

No one competed in Production Division this month, but limited, once again, was our largest contingent. We had 7 shooters including 1 junior. It was a tough battle, but when the smoke cleared, it was Matt Moorer who came out on top, winning 2 out of the 4 stages. Congratulations Matt!! 

Not far behind, in fact less than 20 points behind was John Heiter, who had a very good match with a stage win on stage 4, finishing 2nd overall and 1st C-class with 94.98%. Mike Massioni, with a stage win on stage 1, took 3rd overall and 2nd C Class at 78.97%. Howard Adams came in 4th overall and 3rd C-class with 72.49%. Our junior shooter this month Amanda Moorer, pulled a fast one on “Mom” and finished ahead by a cool 11 match points, and a solid 64.57% of “Dad”. How’s that for “family ties”? Miss Dianna finished at 61.65%, followed by Bill Cheney with 52.61%.

Da Rules Rule!!!

Knowing and understanding the rules governing the design and set-up of our stages is very important, especially if we want to be current, consistent and fair when it comes to presenting ourselves with the highest quality shooting challenges possible. Every one of us, as active members in our club should be confident and knowledgeable enough to take part in the planning, designing and running of our matches. 

It’s also very helpful to us as competitors to fully understand these rules and guidelines for when we take to the line and prepare ourselves to shoot.   

General provisions for the design of our courses of fire are explained in our 14th edition rulebook under Section 1.1.

Rule 1.1.5: …IPSC competition is “freestyle”. With the exception of Standard Exercises, a course of fire may not specify a shooting position or stance… conditions may be created… to compel a competitor into positions or stances required by stage design… …may include barriers or other physical limitations. Competitors must be permitted to solve the challenge presented in a freestyle manner and must always be allowed to shoot the targets on an “as, and when visible” basis. Mandatory reloads may not be specified except in Standard Exercises and Shoot-Offs.

…(Mandatory Reloads) may never be required in “Long” (field) courses. A course of fire may specify weak hand or strong hand. The specified hand must be used exclusively from the point stipulated for the balance of the string or stage.

Section 1.2 specifies the types of courses of fire that may be used in competition. This includes specifics on course design, course requirements, order of engagement, number of rounds from any one shooting position, total number of rounds, etc. This is one of the areas in the current rulebook where we, here in the U.S. have differing language from IPSC. Under “Principal Courses of Fire” the U.S. rules do not specify requirements for “Short”, “Medium”, and “Long” courses. Rather, US 1.2.1 states: Courses of fire shall not require more than eight (8) rounds to be fired from any one position; however course designers may allow other targets to be shot at from any one position with the eight (8) rounds, providing that the shot challenges the competitor and that the added targets are also available from another position.

Additionally, under Supplementary Courses;

Rule US 1.2.2.1 states: Standard Exercises shall not require more than twenty-four (24) rounds to complete, or more than six (6) rounds for each component string, or twelve (12) rounds if a mandatory reload is specified. Mandatory reloads, positions, and stances may be specified.

Although these rules are quite strict in that they are clear as to maximum required rounds from any one position, and don’t allow us to specify much of anything in a course description, they are worth following to the letter. The object here is to keep it as “free- style” as possible. And that, we will always strive to do. But, from time to time, at our local matches, for convenience sake or for whatever reason, we will sometimes set up a “Speed-Shoot” or some other course of fire that may not absolutely comply with the exact current IPSC rules.  As long as it’s not a matter of earning complete IPSC sanctioning for that match, our intentions will always be to create stages that are equally fair and fun for all to shoot. –DVC.

Sept. 3-Gun:

On September 14, our “Main” 3-Gun guys, Mike Boyd and Matt Moorer conjured up some wicked ideas and put together one heck of a Local 3-Gun Match. 

Mike Boyd took care of designing all four of the stages, which included one Shotgun stage to be shot with both bird shot and slugs, one pistol stage requiring a minimum of 23 rounds, one rifle stage with targets at distances ranging from 25 to 100 yards, and one stage that involved all three weapons. If you subtract some gun troubles and a healthy dose of “Brain-Fade”, I’m sure all 10 competitors who came out and shot will agree, it was still tremendous fun!

Results:

All ten of our 3-Gun competitors were scored together in Limited class (just to keep it simple). And here’s how the scores tallied out.

HOA went to Master Class, Limited shooter Bryant Chaffin, with 3 out of the 4 stage wins, and a total of 342.69 Match Points. Tommy “Doc” Cabell was 2nd overall and 1st A-class, with a win on the “Combo” stage, at 69.87%. That’s quite a decisive margin between 1st and 2nd. Our third place 3-Gunner this month was Matt Moorer, at 63.25%, earning him 1st B-class. Congratulations Matt! Next was 2nd A-class, 4th overall, Richard Pittman, finishing at 45.07%. Right in the middle of the pack, 5th overall was Mike McArthur, 1st D-class, Limited with 44.98%. He was followed by Mike Boyd with 34.82%, Nick Boyd with 27.65%, Jack Harrington with 27.27%, John Heiter and Jimmy Dean. 

Announcements:

A reminder, we will not be hosting a regular monthly match on the 1st Sunday in October because of the “Mississippi Classic” State Championship scheduled for October 11th and 12th. As mentioned before, a group of shooters from Team Magnolia went to Gonzalas, Louisiana for the 2003 LASC State Championship. Participants from our club were Bud Berthold, Bryant Chaffin, Pat DeBerry, Jack Harrington and Greg McDade. Of the five, Bud Berthold was the only one to bring home “Wood” for 1st Place in B-class Limited. Congratulations Bud da Bomber! 

A little side note to that, it looks like this’ll be the last time Bud will compete in B-class. He just received his new A-class Limited card from USPSA. So, “So Long B Class, Bomber!”

Hope to see everyone at the 2003 Mississippi Classic!

Don’t forget,

                -Fast.

                -Straight

                -Safe.

Stats:

You where to find ‘em….    www.teammagnolia.com     
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