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“MATCH POINTS”

Official newsletter of the Magnolia Practical Shooters Club

                                                              

A Bunch a… 

“Shootin’ ‘Fools’ in April!”

Well, you know what happens when you’re this close to April Fools Day….

Yea, there was a bunch of us, all right. Actually, 36 to be exact, including

5 juniors, 7 seniors, and 1 super senior! 

Our weather this month was tremendous, allowing us to put together 5 stages again. Also, we really appreciate everyone who came early and helped out with the set-up. It really makes the whole day go so much easier when there are enough people to spread the work around.

We enjoyed a terrific turnout of visiting and new shooters this month.

There were 5 shooters in attendance who were competing in an IPSC match for the very first time. Congratulations go out to Bobby Bottin, Mark Goodwin, Charlie and Connor Noblin, and Garry Rhoden for joining us to shoot their first match!

From the South Mississippi / Gulf Coast region, we were very glad to have Gerald Benton and his son, Gerald Jr., Bill Jackson and George Stevens visiting from the Coast, and our friends from SMPSA, Mark Young and Jerry Barham, who brought along Jerry’s son Bo Barham, Tim Lott, and James DeYoung. 

Jim Davis and Walter Latapia drove up from LA to continue the battle in Production division. 

Dan McKiever and Jonathan Debord came over from the Meridian, MS shooting team. And Roger Heatherly was here visiting from the great state of Georgia. 

We want to be sure that all of our visitors feel welcome, especially the folks that are new to our club, and competing in their first match here at Magnolia. Let’s be sure and let them all know just how much we appreciate their taking the time to come all the way here and share with us the excitement of competing in our favorite sport, Practical Shooting!

The Stages:

April’s 5 stages were written and presented by Mike Boyd and Bryant Chaffin, with help from Bud Berthold. As mentioned in these pages before, we want to encourage anyone and everyone to take part in the design and planning of our matches. Even if you just have an idea for a stage that you’ve seen before, and you want to add your own little personal touch to it, feel free to pass the idea on. 

Stage 1 named “R U Ready, Set, Go!” was a typical “left side of the 50” stage. Designed by Bryant Chaffin. This fast moving, 30 round, 150 point Comstock field course ran along the left side of the Berm, making good use of walls, walls with ports, and barrels for vision barriers. Shooters were presented with a choice whether to hang back and engage the final array from a farther distance, where you could see targets quite well, or go ahead and charge forward and attack them with quicker shots as you were going in around the barrels. Either way this stage required a fair amount of movement between shooting positions. Well done, Bryant.

Stage 2, “Sorta Speedy”, originally written by Mike Boyd, was revised by Bud Berthold to include some moving targets. The stage ended up featuring both a swinging target (at approx. 10 meters), and a drop-turning disappearing target (at about 5 yards). Each was activated by a falling Pepper-Popper. This 24 round, 120 point Comstock “Speed-Shoot” had one shooting position (box) and 3 target arrays separated by walls. The shooter was required to make mandatory reloads any time he/she changed arrays. The most interesting feature of this stage was that the activating steel was in one array, and the two movers were each in one of the other two arrays. Consequently, you had to make a reload between engaging the activator and engaging the drop-turner before it disappeared. How fast can you reload your “Blaster”? At least the misses on the drop-turner didn’t incur penalties.

Stage 3 was a quick little 8 round, 40 point, Comstock  speed-shoot, designed by Bryant Chaffin. “Accelerator”, as it was called, was meant to be shot in order from smallest target area to largest, and could literally be accelerated to the end. 

The array included one IPSC target that was about 2/3 covered with a no-shoot. Next in line was an 8 in. plate, then a US-Popper, two full size Pepper-Poppers, and then one full open IPSC target set up fairly close.

Not surprisingly, many folks chose to draw to the close, open target and work their way from left to right, having to tighten-up towards the end. No matter how you shot it, It was a fun stage.

Stage 4 was USPSA classifier stage No. CM99-62, “Bang and Clang”. This famous short and quick classifier is a 6 round, 30 point Comstock “speed-shoot”. It features one full open IPSC target centered in front of the shooting box flanked by 4 full size Pepper-Poppers.(2 on each side) The high hit factor on this stage is so high that you just have to “go for broke” (as it were), and hope that you catch all the steel on the first sweep with one shot each.. 

Good Luck!

Stage 5, last but not least, was Bryant Chaffin’s “Where am I?” This stage was a 32 round 160 point Comstock, lateral movement, field course with a large rectangular shooting area and walls that divided the target arrays. Several of the targets could be engaged from two different positions. Since these targets were all wide-open, and could be seen so clearly and easily from different positions, it was possible to accidentally lose track and engage a target twice, or even worse, forget to engage one altogether. Always remember when you go to the line to shoot a stage like this, “you’ve got to have a plan, man!”

Results:
Well, here we go folks. Read ‘em and weep..

Limited-10 division enjoyed 5 competitors this month, and the overall winner was no surprise to us. Tommy “Doc” Cabell dominated the pack, taking 4 of the 5 stage wins. 

But, you wanna know what? That wasn’t the “Big News” this time. The big story in Limited-10 was all about Tim Lott, from South Mississippi. The man competed in L-10 division using an 8 shot revolver, finished 2nd overall, picked up 1 of the 5 stage wins, and scored almost 90% (89.11%) of our “Doc” Cabell, the L-10 King!

Congratulations Tim on an awesome performance! Matt Fuller came in 3rd overall with 76.56% James DeYoung was 3rd overall with 76.56$, and Les Nash finished 5th with 43.35%.

Eight shooters competed in Production Division this month and the HOA, Jim Davis was “on fire!” You could see it in his eyes. He wasn’t gonna let Walter get the best of him again this month. With close to 120 match points separating him from the 2nd place Walter Latapia, and 5 decisive stage wins, “JD” proved once again that experience and skill still prevails over youth and brute strength in this game. Congratulations Jim!!!

Robbie Landry finished 3rd overall, 2nd unclassified with 58.79%, followed by Garry Rhoden, Bobby Bottin, Charlie Noblin, and Mark Goodwin.

In Limited Division we had a “Whopping” 18 shooters.

HOA went to our resident GM, club president, Bryant Chaffin. Bryant swept all 5 stage wins, but B-Class (soon to be A-Class) “Home-Boy”, Jeff Carey, kept the GM’s lead to just under 65 match points, holding the pressure on all through the match. In fact, on stage 1, Jeff put on an excellent performance, and scored within 5% of Bryant. 

“Go Jeffrey!!”

Gerald Benton took the 3rd overall spot with 71.55%. Magnolia’s Mike Boyd shot a good match and finished 4th overall and 2nd B-Class with 65.65%. 

Matt Moorer was next in line with 62.68%, earning him 5th overall and 3rd B-Class Limited. Bill Jackson came up from the Gulf Coast and finished 6th overall, 4th B with 60.9%. Gerald Benton, Jr. took high Junior and 1st C-Class Limited with 60.22%, and Roger Heatherly finished 5th B-Class at 60.05%. John Heiter had an excellent run on the classifier, scoring better than 83% of our resident GM. (That’s sure to help his average). John finished 2nd C-Class with 54.3%. After him was Pat DeBerry(3rd C), Howard Adams, Dianna Moorer, George Stevens, Mike McArthur, Amanda Moorer, Brandon Moorer, and Conor Noblin.

Last, but certainly not least there was a close race for the Open Division crown. The Open Master from Meridian, Dan McKiever won 3 of the 5 stages, taking the HOA by almost 26 match points from Magnolia’s Bud Berthold Bud, grabbing the remaining 2 stage wins, took 2nd overall and 1st B-Class Open with 94.75%. Mark Young, from South Mississippi was 3rd overall and 1st C-Class Open with 72.38%. Next was Mark’s partner, Jerry Barham, finishing 4th overall and 2nd C-Class, scoring 61.83%.And Magnolia’s Jack Harrington was 3rd C at 43.24%. .

Know da Rules!!!

Our sport of Practical Shooting has made great strides It has improved so much, so quickly, and is more fun now than it’s ever been to participate in. The Inclusion of the new divisions has made it very easy for anyone who is even remotely interested in handguns to just show up and jump right in with us. In an effort to build up  membership, the open-arms approach that we’ve adopted with new shooters has been a good draw, however, it may also have it’s down side. We who have had a few years of experience competing in IPSC are so accustomed to the rules and procedures required at our matches, that we may take them for granted a little, maybe not being careful enough in stressing some of the details that are so important to the new and inexperienced. 

Our excitement over recruiting new shooters to our club may actually cause us to unintentionally lose track of, or loosen our attention to, and our expectations of, our new shooters, regarding safety and proper behavior in handling a firearm on the range. One of the big issues here is match disqualification.

Certainly, one of the most discouraging things that can happen to a new or young competitor is to break the rules and be disqualified at his/her first or second match. Anyone of us can make a mistake, but we can easily avoid putting our new friends through the embarrassing experience of a match DQ by instead, putting them through a somewhat tedious, but valuable crash-course in how to avoid that DQ. 

It is our duty as a club to be sure that every new competitor at every match is properly briefed on all that is expected of him/her before they’re allowed to shoot with us. It’s imperative that every competitor fully understands all the rules of safe gun handling, shooter behavior, and stage procedure. Let’s all get out our 14th edition rule books and review all the details of rules 8.3, 10.3, and any others that may apply.. Then have one of our Certified Range Officers take on the responsibility of slowly and patiently briefing the new shooters, and perhaps reviewing with the second-time shooters, all the rules and procedures necessary for a safe and successful match. Without the awkward stigma of having to send someone home unnecessarily. –DVC. 

Announcements:

MPSC will be hosting it’s next regular IPSC match on Sunday, May 2nd, 2004 at 9:00 am. Set up will begin at 7:00.

May is also one of the months that we run a 3-Gun match. MPSC’s 3rd 3-Gun Match of the 2004 season is planed for the 2nd Sunday of the month, May 9th at 9:00 am with setup at 7:00.

See ya on the range!!

Stats: See all the dirty details from April’s match at:

www.teammagnolia.com 
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