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“MATCH POINTS”

Official newsletter of the Magnolia Practical Shooters Club

                                                              

“Super Bowl in Magnolia Town”

 It’s too cold to Shoot!!! …No it isn’t… In fact, we had our own little “Super Bowl” Sunday right here at Magnolia. Maybe our halftime wasn’t as exciting, but we had a solid 28 shooters this month, including 3 juniors, 7 seniors and 1 super-senior. Then, on top of that, we managed to find an even colder day and hosted 8 true “Die-Hards” at this season’s 1st 3-Gun match on the 2nd Sunday.

John Heiter may have said it best in his e-mail:

 “When it's 22 degrees outside, it's hard to stay warm no matter what you do...so why not freeze your berries off among friends at a 3-Gun match?”

Hmmmm…Yea, why not?

Well, maybe it’s the cold wind watering up your eyes, rendering the sights atop your AR useless. 

Or, how about those frozen-stiff fingers (with no feeling) trying to shuck shot-shells up into that magazine tube, not realizing how much damage you’re doing to your thumb in the process. Not to mention the inevitable “Brain Freeze” that attacks, forcing you to do things you never would have imagined in the walk through. With all that to go up against, you might as well just shut off the alarm, turn over, and snooze away the morning in your nice warm bed. NOT!!!

Let’s not forget folks, no matter what the conditions, 3-Gun is the only thing in this world that’s three times as much fun as IPSC shooting! So, if you haven’t given it a try yet, don’t let yourself go any longer without it. You owe it to the true “Die Hard” that’s lurking inside of you.

The Stages:

Stages for our February IPSC match were submitted by Bryant Chaffin, Bill Cheney and Pat DeBerry. Thanks, guys for your hard work.

Stage 1, “Stadium Door”, was a 32 round, 160 point Comstock field course, designed and set up by Bill Cheney. There was some really nice work here with several walls to negotiate, and a door that hid some steel poppers and activated a swinging shoot target. In addition, at the end of the stage the shooter had to choose how he or she was going to engage some really low targets that were set down low, below the level of our standing wall units. Do we really have to go prone here?

Stage 2 was USPSA classifier stage number CM99-33, “Raw Deal”. This very familiar 12 round, 60 point Virginia Count Speed-Shoot started the shooter seated at a card table, holding two playing cards with the shooter’s elbows leaning on the table. On signal, let go of the cards, draw, 2-2-2, mandatory reload, 2-2-2. One thing though, watch out  for those up-close no-shoots.

Stage 3, Pat DeBerry’s “Damn that Star” was a 21 round 105 point Comstock field course that featured the now infamous “Texas Star” steel plate apparatus. The tricky part about this setup was the no-shoots covering two of the star’s plates. That narrowed down the options for order of engagement quite a bit. The configuration of IPSC targets obscured by walls and no-shoots as vision barriers presented the shooter with many choices as to order of engagement and movement. This stage turned out to be an excellent way of presenting the “Texas Star. Still, any time you get the chance, you should take the opportunity to shoot that damn “Texas Star”. It’s good practice, and it’s a hell of a lot of fun!

Stage 4, last, but certainly not least. Bryant Chaffin’s “Super Bowl in Texas Town”, a 33 round, 165 point, Comstock field course, originally included the “Texas Star”. But, of course we only had one “TS” to set up, so Bryant opted to substitute some mixed steel, allowing Pat to use the “Star” on his stage.  Although it didn’t quite have that “Texas” flavor as intended, this stage wasn’t missing a thing in terms of quality and fun. There was plenty of movement generated by several walls with ports, and a long hallway-type sprint at the end. And of course, it’s always fun to shoot a full array of reactionary steel like that. This was an excellent run-and-gun stage. Good job, Bryant.!

Results:

Well all right! Here’s what happened before the Super Bowl.

In Open Division, we had one of the largest turnouts in quite some time. 

Once again, Dr. Dan McKiever (open-master from Meridian) blasted his way to the Number one spot, over 113 match points ahead of the pack. Great work Dan!

Second place over all, Bryant Chaffin, despite some “gun-bugs”, pulled himself up with a stage win on stage 4, edging out Jeff Carey by just a hair over 1 match point at 76.14%. Jeff’s 3rd overall earned him 1st B-class Open with 75.92%. Bud Berthold finished 4th overall, 2nd B-class Open, with 74.8%. These were some close scores here.

 Mark Young and Greg McDade filled out the rest of open competitors finishing 5th (64.73%)and 6th (56.23%) respectively.

Limited-10 Division had 4 competitors this month, and so far nobody has been able to break Tommy Cabell’s streak of wins. Once again Tommy takes the HOA, winning all 4 stages. Nice work, “Doc”! 

One thing is for sure, Tommy doesn’t have an awful lot of room for slip-ups here, not with the likes of Frank Farmer in the group. Frank was consistent all through the match, finishing 2nd to Tommy on every stage, always within reasonable reach. Frank ended up 2nd overall at 81.9% Good shooting, Frank! 

Unclassified shooter, Matt Fuller finished 3rd overall with 62.29% and Mike McArthur came in 4th at 46.71%

Production Division also featured 4 competitors this month. One of our best “Buddies” from Louisiana took top honors here. Jim “JD” Davis took the HOA in Production Division winning 2 of the 4 stages.

Unclassified Prod Div shooter Walter Latapia with a stage win on stage 4, finished 2nd overall with 89.85%. Another one of our good friends from Louisiana, Ron Brown, nabbed a stage win on the classifier, and came in 3rd overall at 84.43%. And Jonathan Debord, from Meridian, who is also unclassified finished 4th with a score of 59.75%. 

Last, but certainly not least, the Big money is still with Limited Division here at MPSC. Out of 14 competitors, South Mississippi Legend, Gerald Benton, barely edged out South Mississippi “Youngblood”, Jerry Barhum, for the HOA by a squeaky .04 match points. Talk about close! Jerry’s 2nd overall earned him 1st C-class Limited with a match percentage of 99.99%! Is there really skin on your teeth?

 Magnolia’s own Matt Moorer, with a stage win on the classifier, finished 3rd overall and 2nd B-class with another very close score of 98.67%. One of our junior shooters this month, Gerald Benton, Jr. came in 4th overall, 2nd C-class with a very respectable 82.45% of his Dad, Gerald, Sr. Great shooting there, Junior!

One of our “founding Fathers” here at Magnolia, A-class Limited shooter, Richard Pittman finished 5th overall this month with 81.15%. And Big John Heiter took 6th overall and 3rd C-class with a match percentage of 78.25%. He was followed by: (in order of placement) junior shooter, Amanda Moorer, Pat DeBerry, Dianna Moorer, George Stevens, Bill Cheney, Howard Adams, Jack Harrington and junior shooter, Brandon Moorer.

Know da Rules!

A good question came up during our match this month regarding “Sweeping”. 

Whenever there is a door, a window, or a port that has to be opened by the competitor during a course of fire, there’s always a possible risk that when reaching for the doorknob or handle, the shooter could accidentally pass his/her week hand or arm, or any part of his/her body, for that matter, in front of the handgun. Regardless of the situation, the shooter is ultimately responsible for the gun, and must always be aware of and extremely careful about where the muzzle is pointed, thus the severity of the penalty.

Here’s how the rule reads according to USPSA’s 14th edition rulebook: Rule 10.3 “Match Disqualification for Safety Infractions. A match disqualification shall be issued for any of the following infractions”… 10.3.7  “Allowing the muzzle of a loaded handgun to point at any part of the competitor’s body during a course of fire (i.e. Sweeping) other than while drawing or re-holstering.”

Now, the drawing or re-holstering part won’t be a major issue, because that’s the only time that any part of your body will normally even be close to being in line with the muzzle of your firearm. 

The key words here are “point at”, meaning that there is a straight line extending through the bore and out the muzzle of the firearm where any part of the shooter’s body shall not pass. Merely having some part of your body somewhere forward of the muzzle is not the same thing. The gun must be pointed at the body part for it to be an actual infraction for sweeping. This can be a very difficult call, so it’s important for the RO to fully understand how this rule reads, so he/she can make a fair call, and not end up sending somebody home unnecessarily. -DVC

February 3-Gun:

This month we hosted our first 3-Gun match of the 2004 season on Feb.8. Congratulations to the 8 “Desperados” who came out and weathered the cold temps, helped with the set-up, had all the fun and went to eat Pizza afterwards. 

 All 4 of the stages shot at the match were designed by 3-Gun President Mike Boyd. He unfortunately was unable to attend the match ‘cause he was helping take care of his son Nick, who was in the hospital recovering from an ATV accident. We all hope that Nick has as quick a recovery as possible, and that he’ll be back shooting with us again soon. 

Here are the stages as we think Mike would have imagined them.

Stage 1 was a 16 round 80 point Comstock rifle stage named “Garand’s Revenge”, that played out a lot like a simple Pistol stage. Starting with an unloaded rifle leaning against a barricade, on signal the shooter had to charge the rifle and engage 4 IPSC targets from one side of the barricade, make a mandatory reload, then engage 4 more targets from the other side. The targets ranged in distance from 5 to 25 yards: short and sweet, if you had all your “ducks” in a row.

Stage 2, named “Not That” was Pistol only, and was reminiscent of a very familiar “Tangi” stage. This was a 32 round, 160 point Comstock “Speed Shoot with 4 pairs of double stacked IPSC targets at 7 yards. Each target was engaged with 4 rounds each with a mandatory reload after each pair of targets. The big difference here was the gun started empty, lying on the table, and all magazines used in the stage had to come from the table. The cold temps made this stage much more difficult than it sounds.

Stage 3 was the Shotgun stage. It was named

“10 for the Road” and featured 10 reactionary steel targets at 12 yards, and again started with an empty gun on the table. All ammo had to come from a duffle bag that the shooter  “hugged” in his arms at the start. (Here’s another freezing finger fumble test for all you cold weather warriors).

Instead of designing a whole new course of fire for Stage 4, Mike decided it would be fun to just combine the first three stages into one big field course involving all three guns, and call it…

 “The Whole Enchilada” 

It was indeed a lot of fun. All we had to do was be sure the first three stages were set in one bay, so they could be easily run in succession. Then, make it clear to the shooters that they had to completely clear each gun before moving to the next position. It was like running a triathlon.  

Since we only had eight 3-Gunners in attendance, we kept it simple and scored Open and Limited combined. 

High overall was Bryant Chaffin, who also won the Rifle Stage (#1). Second overall and 1st B-class was Tommy Cabell with 84.62%. Tommy won the Shotgun Stage (#3). Greg McDade won the Pistol Stage (#2), helping him place 3rd overall and 2nd B-class with 77.85%. Next was Matt Moorer, 3rd B with 70.89% and Bud Berthold, 4th B, with 69.60%. John Heiter finished 6th overall with 68.53%, Robbie Landry came in 7th, with 54.31% and Mike McArthur finished up 8th at 54.03%.

A big hearty “Congrats” goes out to all 8 of these fine, dedicated competitors for coming out and braving the elements, not just to say that they did it, but to truly experience that extra thrill you can only get by wielding not just one, but three of your most prized possessions at a MPSC 

3-Gun match!  -DVC

Announcements:

We’ll be hosting our next regular monthly IPSC match on March 7th, 2004.

Shooting starts at 9:00am with set-up beginning at 7:00. As a reminder, Magnolia RPC will be holding their annual membership meeting on Saturday, March 6th, 2004. 

Magnolia Rifle and Pistol Club P.O. Box 6476
Jackson, MS 39282

The 2004 Annual Meeting will be held at the range on Saturday, March 6. 
Renewals and new memberships will be accepted from 8:00 A.M. until 11:00 A.M. Please come early as the process will be stopped at 11:00 A.M. even if there are still people in line.  The Annual Meeting will start at 12:00
noon, and will be followed by the Door Prize Drawing and then a Range Usage and Safety Course. 

2004 membership dues for current (2003) members is $75.  2004 membership
dues for new and past members is $100. You can renew your membership or
join by mail, or at the Annual Meeting.  Please write your badge number on your check.  If you now have an email address, or changed your email
address, please send an email to: dmiller@teclink.net 

so Magnolia can update
the database. 

Do you have a friend or two interested in joining Magnolia Rifle and Pistol Club?  Bring them to the Annual Meeting where they can complete the joining requirements all at one time.  

2004 member badges will be mailed out in the weeks after the Annual Meeting.  The gate will have two
locks (2003 and 2004) for two weeks following March 6 so that members will
have access until they receive their 2004 badges. Again this year at the Annual Meeting all three of the shooting programs
(IPSC, Hi-Power, and Silhouette) will live demo their types of competition. 
Members will be able to watch to see the types of shooting and equipment
used.  Also at the Annual Meeting, there will be a full-auto (machinegun)
live demo and pay-to-shoot.  Some of the members that own full-autos will have them displayed, and will be shooting them. Magnolia will have available a
limited supply of ammo that members can purchase to shoot the full-autos. Bring eye and ear protection to watch all events. 

As in the past, Magnolia will give away door prizes following the Annual
Meeting.  Many firearms along with other smaller prizes will be given
away.  Each renewal or new member at the Annual Meeting receives one
raffle ticket between 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M. You must be present to
win a door prize.

Magnolia will also hold a Junior Firearm Raffle.  This raffle will consist
of one junior rifle and one junior shotgun, and a winning ticket will be
drawn for each.  To be eligible to win the Junior Firearm raffle, the
winning tickets must be presented by a junior and accompanied by the
parent or guardian.  Junior Firearm Raffle tickets will be available from
9:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M., and cost $5 each or three for $10.
Come to the Annual Meeting to see your friends, watch different types of shooting, and maybe even shoot a machinegun.  Oh yeah, don't forget about all the door prizes . . .

If you are interested in participating in the IPSC demonstration at Magnolia’s annual membership meeting, be sure and get in touch with Bryant Chaffin or any one of our MPSC officers to help make plans for that day.

In other news, our next 3-Gun Match here at MPSC this season is scheduled for April 11, 2004 starting at 9:00 am. Keep an eye out in these pages and your e-mail for details.

Tangi Practical Shooters in Amite, LA will run 2 IPSC matches this month. One will be Sun. Feb. 22, 2004, and the second will be on Sun. Feb. 29, 2004. Both will start at 9:00 am and we’ll have a carpool of folks going down, so feel free to join us at the Winn-Dixie Parking lot in Byram at 7:00 am and we’ll head on down! 

Stats:  www.teammagnolia.com 
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