PAGE  
4

[image: image2.png]



[image: image1.png]



March 2004





Volume 7, Number 3

“MATCH POINTS”

Official newsletter of the Magnolia Practical Shooters Club

                                                              

“March Madness!”

It just doesn’t get any better than this on match day. We had some well-deserved beautiful, clear-dry weather. We set up 5 great stages. And we hosted 28 shooters, including 7 seniors and 3 juniors. It actually got warm enough that several folks left with some sunburn on their faces. 

This month’s match drew quite a few visiting competitors, including a bunch from South Mississippi. Among them were Mark Young, Jerry Barham, Gerald Benton and Gerald Jr., George Stevens, and a new shooter to MPSC, James DeYoung. We want to express our appreciation to all of these guys for driving all this way to help us out with our match and shoot with us.

We also had two of our most dedicated friends from Louisiana, Jim Davis and his buddy, Walter Latapia. It’s always a pleasure to have these guys here helping with RO duties and providing good spirited, humorous sideline entertainment to boot.(
There were 2 brand new shooters at the match this month, Les Nash and Mark Cooper. Both shot their first matches here at Magnolia. Mark was drawn to our match this month after seeing our “Demo” at the Annual Membership meeting of the Magnolia Rifle and Pistol Club.  We sincerely hope both of these guys enjoyed themselves, and we encourage them to come back again and again for some good safe fun, and serious “trigger-time” here at MPSC.

The Stages:

As mentioned earlier, we set up 5 stages this month, instead of the usual 4.The weather was cooperating so well, and besides we needed a little extra speed shoot to balance out a slow classifier, which had to be shot in 3 strings.

March’s stage designs were submitted by Bud Berthold, Bryant Chaffin and John Heiter. These three guys are among our very best stage designers, and we really appreciate their efforts, and dedication to putting on some of the finest Pistol Shooting competitions in the region.

Stage 1 was designed and set up by Bud Berthold, with help from Pat DeBerry. This 35 round 175 point Comstock field course was named “Alright, OK, You Win!” after an old 1940’s Big-Band song. This long, assault-style course ran along the 50 yard berm, featuring several pairs of double-stacked IPSC targets, then ending up with some very tight shots. Some of the targets were squeezed by double-stacked 55 gallon drums. Finally, there was a 15+yard array with 3 more IPSC targets (partially obscured by barrels) and one pepper popper. This course of fire included a good mix of up-close and personal shots, along with some “slow down and aim” type stuff. It made excellent use of barrels and walls (with ports) for vision barriers, along with several well placed no-shoots to help steer the shooter and alleviate possible 180 traps. So effective were the vision barriers that several competitors went through and actually forgot to engage some targets!

Stage 2 was USPSA classifier stage No. CM99-04, “American Standard”. This 24 round 120 point, Virginia Count “Standards Course” was shot in 3 strings from 3 different boxes. It had 8 IPSC targets set up in a single line, with every other target covered with black hardcover except for the upper A/B zone (head-shots). This is an excellent test of gun handling skill, especially when it comes to unsupported Strong Hand and Weak Hand shooting. And you’d be surprised just how small those headshots look after that buzzer goes off..

Stage 3 was John Heiter’s quickly concocted, “Where’s the White Tape?” This “3rd generation” 27 round, 135 point, Comstock Field Course started the shooter seated at a table with his/her loaded handgun on the table. The stage was nicely set up with several walls to shoot around, some with ports.  It included 12 IPSC targets, 3 pepper poppers, (one of which activated a swinger) and an awful lot of No-Shoots. Some of them were neatly tucked behind steel. So you can see where the name came from; “Where’s the White Tape?” John’s stage took a little bit of planning and thinking, particularly when it came to order of engagement and placing a reload at the right time, but it was also a lot of fun to shoot. Great Stage, John!

 Stage 4 this month was a short, quick little speed-shoot, set up in the center of the 25 yard bay. Bryant Chaffin made up this little 9 round, 45 point speed stage, and called it “Barrel Burner”. Since it was so simple and up-close, you’d think anyone could burn it down. There were 3 IPSC targets set up in front of a single shooting box at maybe 4, 5 and 6 yards. The shooter was to draw and engage each target with 3 rounds. Easy, huh?           Nope. Trigger-freeze and flying mikes through the smoke, bit several of us who were expected to really have fun with this one. At the very least, it was good for a few laughs(
Stage 5, last of all was a revised version of the stage that was set up by Bryant Chaffin for the IPSC demonstration at Magnolia Rifle and Pistol Club’s annual membership meeting. This stage was specifically designed for the demo. Thus it’s name, “Demo U see it, Demo U like it”. A 23 round, 115 point, Comstock field course. This stage featured several reactionary steel targets and one of our “Clam-Shells”, activated by a Pepper-Popper. There were also a couple of arrays made up of some wide-open, yet fairly close-up targets visible from around walls set up as vision barriers.  There was definitely some super-fun “hosing” going on, at this stage. 

Results:

A total of 6 shooters competed in Open Division this month, and Bud Berthold came out on top, winning 3 out of the 5 stages, scoring a little over 554 Match Points. Congratulations Bud!

Second overall and 1st C-class went to South Mississippi’s Mark Young with 83.59%. Jerry Barham, another one of our neighbors from South Mississippi finished 3rd overall with 80.88%. Jeff Carey held off fellow B-Class shooter, Greg McDade to take 4th overall, and 2nd B with 79.78%. Greg was 5th overall, 3rd B with 78.42% and Jack Harrington was 6th, and 2nd C-Class with 56.8%.

Out of 4 competitors in Limited-10 division, our “Master” B-class L-10 shooter, Tommy “Doc” Cabell cinched the HOA again this month, winning 4 out of the 5 stages. Good job, Tommy! Our 2nd overall, Frank Farmer is still putting on the pressure though, refusing to cut Tommy any easy slack. Frank’s stage win on Stage 5 solidified his position staying within 30 percentage points of the HOA with 70.06%. 

Keep it up, Frank!

A couple of new shooters, Matt Fuller and 

Les Nash, filled out the rest of the L-10 race, with scores of 45.16% and 44.40% respectively.

There were only 3 in Production Division this month, however the ensuing battle between 1st and 2nd is keeping it very interesting. The two “Monsters” from Louisiana, Walter Latapia and Jim Davis end up vying for the top position just about every month. This time it was Walter who took the HOA by a little less than 12 match points. “JD” won 3 out of the 5 stages and took 2nd overall with 97.96%, still very close. Rob Landry finished 3rd overall, 2nd unclassified at 57.81%.

The big news was in Limited Division this month. HOA in Limited again went to Bryant Chaffin, winning all 5 stages with over 256 match points separating him from the 2nd place finisher.  And although he’s not listed as such for this match, our club president and super-boy-wonder has officially achieved the rank of “Grand Master”, a truly remarkable achievement. Congratulations Bryant!

Gerald Benton, A-Class Limited shooter from South Mississippi took 2nd overall with 56.56%. Close behind was Mike Boyd, taking 3rd overall and 1st B-Class with 55.13%. Check this out! Out of 15 competitors in Limited Division (including Mom and Dad), our MPSC “Sweetheart”, Amanda Moorer came up and snagged 4th place overall and 1st C-class Limited with 53.45%. Great Shooting, Amanda!!!!

5th overall and 2nd C-class went to another junior shooter, Gerald Benton Jr. with 51.85%. Dianna Moorer also had a very good finish, taking 3rd C-class Limited, 6th overall with 50.91%. She was followed by Pat DeBerry, husband Matt Moorer, John Heiter, George Stevens, Bill Cheney, James DeYoung (High Unclassified), Jimmy Dean, Mark Cooper, and Brandon Moorer.

March 3-Gun:

On Sunday March 21st, MPSC held it’s 2nd 3-Gun Match of the season. The weather was much friendlier than back in February. Some wind gusts made it necessary to erect some extra supports for our walls, but overall, it was a beautiful, clear day!

Matt Moorer, our 3-Gun VP, cleverly designed 4 stages that only involved 2 set-ups. This made setup and takedown for the 8 dedicated competitors a lot quicker and more efficient. 

Stage 1 was designed to be a Shotgun Stage first. Then with the re-arrangement of some IPSC targets, it could also be run as a Pistol stage, and part of it as a Rifle stage. This 19 round, 95 point Comstock field course featured 11 pieces of small steel to be engaged with bird-shot and 4 IPSC targets that were to be engaged twice each with slugs. The only tough part here was, if you didn’t run down range to get closer, you were engaging those IPSC targets at close to 80 yards. Can you say “Charlie-mike”. 

Richard Pittman won this stage with a time of 56.39 and no penalties. Way to go, Richard!

Stage 2 was the Rifle stage. In this stage, all that needed to be done was to add 4 hard covered IPSC targets to the array used at the 100 yard berm for the Shotgun slugs. We brought the starting position all the way back to the covered firing line and shot 8 IPSC targets with 4 rounds each from about 100 yards, with Shooter’s choice on firing position. Oh, and if you chose to go prone, there was a barrel set on the ground that obscured at least two of your targets. Ah-huh.    The 32 round, 160 point Comstock “Speed” shoot was won by Tommy Cabell, finishing in 81.84 seconds and only 1 mike. Good job, Doc!  

Stage 3, a pistol only stage, involved using the setup for Stage 1 as mentioned earlier, adding some IPSC targets to the steel arrays, and eliminating the long range targets that were engaged with shotgun slugs. This turned it into a nice 29 round, 145 point Comstock field course with walls and ports to negotiate, and a lot of steel (11 pieces).

Bud Berthold picked up the win on this stage with a time of 20.79 sec., dropping only 4 points.

Stage 4, the last stage of this month’s 3-Gun was also a pistol only stage.

This, table start Comstock speed shoot was a real “thinking” type stage. So much so, that it even “out-whitted” Matt Moorer, it’s original designer. (
Your gun started on the table with 4 different arrays of IPSC targets shot with a mandatory reload before each. Some targets were upside down, side ways, or partially covered by no-shoots. One array had 5 targets that were to be shot 2 times each. Another array had 3 targets that were to be shot 3 times each. Then a third array had 2 targets that were to be shot 4 times each. And the last was 1 target that you had to put 6 rounds in, for a total of 33 rounds, 165 points. Tommy Cabell won this stage with a time of 13.39 sec. 

Final overall results were combined for convenience.

Tommy Cabell took the HOA with 534.197 match points, winning 2 out of the 4 stages. Matt Moorer, (3-Gun VP) was 2nd with 430.5 points. 3rd overall was Bud Berthold with 354.5 match points. And 3-Gun President, Mike Boyd finished 4th, with 328.46 match points. Mike was followed by Richard Pittman, Amanda Moorer, Les Nash and Jack Harrington.   

Announcements:

Our next 3-Gun match will be held in May ’04. Keep an eye out for the exact weekend, either in these pages or in an up-coming e-mail.

MPSC will hold our next regular monthly IPSC match on Sunday April 4th, 2004 starting at 9:00 am. Set up starts at 7:00. It’s bound to be a good one. Come to the meeting on Wed., 3/31/04, 6:30pm at La Cazuela Restaurant on Fortification. We’re looking at putting together some ideas for stages for this year’s Stage Tournament, “The Mississippi Classic 2004”.

The Tangi Practical Shooters Association will have their regular monthly match on Sunday, March 28, 2004. Shooting starts at 9:00 am. They will follow their match with a special benefit side-match (a post shoot). All proceeds will be donated to defray medical costs for Nicolas Boyd, one of our regular club members, who was involved in a very serious ATV accident. Don’t miss this one. It’s a very worthy cause, and a heck of a lot of fun!

Stats: You can check out all the scores and stats and get lots of info and photos from all of our matches at our website:

www.teammagnolia.com 
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