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                    Volume 7, Number 5
“MATCH POINTS”

Official newsletter of the Magnolia Practical Shooters Club

                                                              

“May Day, May Day!”
Uh-huh. It was a day in May, alright. The weather looked like it was gonna be “questionable”. And sure enough, plenty of doubt had set in, so the turn-out was rather thin. We basically had our 
regular local crew, with a couple of  “newbies” sprinkled in. There were 18 shooters total, including 4 seniors and 1 super senior. There were 9 in limited, 3 in Limited-10, 3 in Production, 2 in Open, and 1 …what?.. 
…Revolver?  Anyway, lo and behold, those of us who “stuck it out “came through dry and clean. MPSC had been spared the rains, at least for the time being.
Doug Breaux joined us this month. He hadn’t shot here in a while, so it was nice to see him back. We also welcome Jason Morson, who competed in Production Division. 
Oh, and whadaya know? Our ole’ buddy Hank Stern came out and shot…. …Revolver????? 
Oh, Noooooooo!!!!
The Stages:

This month’s stages were designed and set up by Bud Berthold and Bryant Chaffin with a lot of help from just about everybody. Thanks so much, guys. A little help goes a long way.
Stage 1 was Bud Berthold’s 33 round, 165 point Comstock field course called “Waiting Room”. In this stage, the shooter entered the shooting area from a seated position at a table. Several walls set up in a symmetrical array with barrels placed as vision barriers forced a lot of movement from the shooter in order to see all 16 of the Classic IPSC “turtle-shell” targets. In addition, one lone pepper-popper was set at extra distance so it could only be seen through a port in the middle of a long wall set back from the shooting area. You definitely had to have a sight picture to catch that popper.
Stage 2 was USPSA classifier No.CM99-21, “Mini-Mart”. This 12 round, 60 point “Virginia Count” speed stage featured 3 IPSC targets at varying distances. Two of which were partially obscured by no-shoots. The shooter started standing, facing down range, behind a “counter” with the gun and all magazines tucked away on a small shelf, under the counter. On the signal, you retrieved your gun, and engaged each target with 2 rounds, made a mandatory reload, and engaged each target again with 2 rounds. The trickiest part here was, of course managing the retrieval of both the gun, and the magazines from the cramped little “cubby-hole” type shelf it was stuck in. 
Stage 3 was a 3-String,   Comstock speed shoot put together by Bryant Chaffin. The 1st string was a “Bill Drill”. (6 rounds at 7 yards from facing downrange with hands at surrender). The 2nd, 3rd and 4th strings were from hands relaxed, and were made up of 6 steel targets each. One set was pepper poppers, another set was US poppers, and the last was 8 inch plates. You could categorize this stage as “a good old fashioned draw, aim and shoot” type. A “blast from the past.”
Stage 4 was another course designed by Bryant Chaffin. This 32 round, 160 point Comstock  field course featured 16 IPSC targets set up with walls and some walls with ports as vision barriers and set up to force plenty of movement for the shooter. The shooting area was a large expanse of wooden fault-line, clearly delineating the area from which the shooter could engage targets. The unique feature of this stage was that the starting position was specified as “anywhere outside of the shooting area”, and any hand position except “on” the gun. This is an excellent idea for starting a stage, however, the way this stage was set up made it really obvious that there was only one good place the shooter could start and run the stage efficiently. Perhaps we could try this concept again with a setup that gives more options for order of engagement and direction of movement. Look for it again soon.  
 Results:

Well, here are the results for our May, 2004 match.
In Revolver Division our ole’ buddy Hank Stern came out and took the HOA, sweeping all 4 stage wins. He really put a “whoopin” on… on… who? Oh. Nobody? Congrats anyway, Hank. 
In open Division, at least there were 2 competitors. Bud Berthold finished HOA. And Jack Harrington came in 2nd overall with 56.02%.
Next was Production Division with 3 competitors. One of our recently inducted local regulars, Robbie Landry took a well earned HOA, winning all 4 stages in Production. Great job, Robbie! Our 2nd overall in Production was Bobby Bottin, taking 1st Unclassified-Production with 59.18%. 3rd overall was new shooter, Jason Morson, only 10 match points behind Bobby, with 57.18%. Good job! 
Limited-10 had 3 shooters this month also, and of course, “Doc” Tommy Cabell swept all 4 stages for the HOA. Next in line was Matt Fuller, taking 2nd overall and 1st Unclassified with 46.79%. Good Matt!

And 3rd overall, not far behind was Les Nash at 45.07%.
With 9 competitors, Limited Division was again, our highest turn-out. Once again, our house GM, Bryant Chaffin amazed us all with his accuracy, power and speed, sweeping all 4 stages and chalking up a lead of more than 150 match points over the rest of the field. Great work, Bryant! 

Quickly climbing the ladder of success and shooting class, Jeff Carey who is due for his A card in Limited, snatched the 2nd overall and 1st B-class Limited, with 70.76%. 
A-class, Limited competitor, Richard Pittman, who’s always up there among the highest scoring shooters in the club, finished 3rd overall with 69.13%. John Heiter, was 4th overall and 2nd B-class with 62.52%. One of our most dedicated local club members, Pat DeBerry finished 5th overall and 1st C-class Limited with 49.29%. 6th overall and 2nd C-class went to Howard Adams with 45.76%. He was followed in Limited Division by: Doug Breaux, Bill Cheney, and Jimmy Dean. 
May 3-Gun
-Bryant Chaffin

"'Sloppy' Just About Covers It”

Yes, the word "sloppy" is probably the best word to describe the Magnolia
Practical Shooters' May 3-gun match.  With the amount of rain the Jackson area had received the previous few days and the threat of more on match day, those that missed the match would likely think the word "sloppy" refered to the ground conditions during the match. Well, Yes and No.  Sure, there was
some standing water in areas, but Magnolia Rifle & Pistol Club actually
handles reasonable amounts of rain quite well, and the threatening rain
held off until well into the afternoon.  With some careful stage setup,
ground conditions were actually not bad at all for a 3-gun match.
So, why use the word sloppy? That's just an adequate explanation of both the preparation for the match and the performance of
the shooters on this particular day.  Turnout was small, largely due to
the weather, so stages were modified "on the fly" to be simpler and less
prop intensive.  All it took was a clever idea during setup, and stages were adjusted to fit.  With just a handful of shooters, the match ran quickly and several re-shoots were taken just for fun, or to try out a new or different toy. The good news was that tear-down and results were completed before noon.  It can be safely said that all had had better days in regards to shooting performance, but that doesn't mean everyone didn't
have a lot of fun.

 The Stages:

Stage one, "Heck...why not...shoot" was a 28 round field course featuring 8 steel and 20 IPSC targets which required only one round each.  One steel target was an activator for a swinging no-shoot that obscured 4 of the paper targets.  This stage was tough on, well, everyone, although it didn't really look that bad initially.  No one shot it clean, with
penalties flowing freely.  When the smoke cleared, newly minted A-class Limited shooter, Jeff Carey stood atop the heap with the 2nd fastest time and only one miss.  Nice shooting Jeff!
Stage two, "Miss-Appropriation", was a 9 round shotgun stage borrowed, and slightly altered from our neighbors to the South by our own Jack Harrington.  "Miss-Appropriation" required engaging a pepper popper with a round of shot at nearly twenty yards.  This popper activated a swinging no-shoot that obscured 4 IPSC targets which required 2 rounds of slugs each.  The
key to this stage was taking a carefully aimed shot at the activator and
then quickly transitioning to the slug targets.  Much time was wasted watching the activator fall.
Stage three, "We're Forked Again", was another shotgun stage composed of two strings.  String one was short and sweet.  Pick up the shotgun off of
a table and drop 7 steel, made up of 2 Pepper Poppers, 3 U.S. Poppers,
and 2 Plates.  The distance wasn't THAT close, however, and the plates especially gave some shooters fits.  The second string was quite similar, with an added twist.  Pick up the shotgun off of a table and drop 7
steel, then make a mandatory reload and fire one slug each into 2 IPSC
targets.  With the difficulty in dropping the plates on the first string, most shooters decided to load all shot and dump any excess before
reloading with slugs.  This strategy worked well for Bryant Chaffin who
took the stage win.
Stage four, "Warm Up Those Rifle Barrels", was a 48 (?!?!) round course
featuring both the rifle and pistol.  On the start signal, competitors picked up their pistol from a table and engaged 8 steel targets.  The pistol was then returned to the table and the rifle was retrieved in
order to engage 20 IPSC targets with two rounds each.  Whether it was
Robbie's CETME rifle slinging brass into the next zip code, Jack's tricked
out Open AR tilted at 10 o'clock in order to use the red dot on the hand
guard, or Pat and Jeff's Mec-tec carbine conversions raining pistol
brass, this one was a lot of shooting and a lot of fun!
After all was said and done, the final results tallied up as follows.

1. Bryant Chaffin, GM Tactical, 491.6668, 100.000%.
2. Tommy Cabell, 
A  Limited, 451.9253, 91.917%.
3. Jeff Carey, 
A  Tactical, 400.3947, 81.436%.
4. Pat DeBerry,      
C  Tactical, 263.4700, 53.587%.
5. Jack Harrington, 
C  Open, 188.2807, 38.294%.
6. Robbie Landry, 
D  Limited, 147.3857, 29.977%.

Announcements:

Congratulations go out to two of our club members, Tommy Cabell and Jeff Carey for stepping up in class in their Divisions. 
Dr. Cabell moved to A- class in Limited 10 Division, matching his classification in Limited Division. Jeff moved up from B to A-class in Limited Division. Again, congrats to these guys, and any others who may have moved up.
MPSC would like to express our thanks to John Heiter for coming to the 3-gun match to run the scoring for us. His generous help and computer skill is always appreciated.  

Best of luck to those who will be traveling to Glen, Mississippi to compete in the “Mississippi State 3-gun Championship” on May 21-23. Also, there will be a group of us going to the AREA 4 regional championship in Princeton, Louisiana, June 4-6. Good Luck everyone!  Make us all proud!
Even though we’ll be without a few of our key members because of Area 4 next week, MPSC will be hosting our regular monthly IPSC match on Sunday, June 6 at 9:00 am. Set-up will be as usual, starting at 7:00. Don’t miss this one. It will be a really fun match, and be sure to bring swimming attire for the “after-the-match” pizza dinner.  If all agree, we’ll just take it “to go” to Bud Berthold’s house and cool off in the pool. Be there, or be square. –DVC.

Stats: get all the details of both matches at… www.teammagnolia.com 
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