[image: image2.png]




 EMBED Adobe PhotoDeluxe Business Edition Image 
[image: image1.wmf]
January 2005




           Volume 8, Number 1

“MATCH POINTS”

Official newsletter of the Magnolia Practical Shooters Club

                                                              

A new year, and new newsletter writers

Welcome shooters to the 2005 shooting season!  With the start of this year, there are two new hands punching out the monthly newsletter this year.  One of them is the old poison pen of times gone by and we are sure that everyone will recognize who that is by the style and content.   Rest assured though, Pat is only a contributing editor and not the main man as in time past.  Mike McArthur also volunteered to do some scribbling. In other words, there are now 2 newsletter writers who can blame each other for the content of this rag with “plausible deniability.”  Now that everyone is forewarned, lets get to the good stuff. 

Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting was held at Bud's house, following the December match and a new junta of club officers was elected and/or drafted.

· John “Fearless Maximum Leader” Heiter was elected President.

· Jeff “Consigliere” Carey was elected Vice President, and will continue as Treasurer

· Matt “the (wood) Butcher” Moorer was chosen to be the 3-Gun president, with Jack Harrison as his “#1 boy”

· Pat “didn't you do that before” DeBerry and Mike “opened his mouth at the wrong time” McArthur were jointly drafted as Secretary and are taking over the newsletter business from Bud.

Dues and Match Fees were kept the same.

    TeamMagnolia Membership…     $20 ($10 July)
    Match Fee:…………………            $15 nonmember /  $10 member
    Junior Shooters:…………………      Half Price
    First Time Shooters:……………    Free
    New Shooter Credit:……………     $5 off match fee if you bring a new shooter

Since John Heiter already sent out a more detailed summary of the Annual Meeting, lets get to the really good stuff.  On to the Shooting!

January Pistol Match:

First off, we want to welcome some new shooters who came out and got their first taste of a Team Magnolia match, Bill and Nancy Klein came up from Cajun country with the ever helpful and jovial Jim Davis and his nemesis in the Production Division, Walter (Garlic?) Latapie.  We also had Bud Berthold Sr. visiting his son and giving it a shot with us.  Last but not least was William C. “Chad” Higginbotham, recently returned from Uncle Sam's bidirectional shooting range in Iraq. Welcome to you all and we certainly hope you will become regulars at our monthly matches.

Almost as interesting as new shooters, is regular shooters with new hardware.  Amanda Moorer showed up with a shiny new open gun, prompting ooh's, aah's, and snide comments about “The Dark Side.” 

We had a good turnout (29 shooters) and split into 2 squads, with one of our enterprising newsletter scribblers in each squad.  Pat went with squad 2, and wrote most of what follows.  Mike's recollection of events is more brief -- “There was targets and stuff, and we shot at them.”  Maybe his writing and his memory will improve with more practice.

Pat's squad started out on Stage Three, a 32 round Comstock course that was a test of everyone’s ability to remember what they shot and when.  Needless to say there were several shooters that found themselves looking at extra hits on several targets when the finished the course.  This was strictly a memory course.  Few shooters appeared to be able to make a smooth run for it.  The exceptions were Frank Farmer and Robbie Landry as they smoked their way through it making reloads at every port rather than trying to make the most out of any capacity.  Robbie was undone though when he failed to make sure of a final popper and had to eat a miss.  Comic relief was supplied by Tim (Uncle Fathead) Frank as he became the first candidate of the year for the “Monkey and the Football Award.”  As Tim drifted through the stage he appeared to be thinking about how bad he felt rather than what he was supposed to shoot.  Suffice to say his comrade-in-arms Leighton (Big Un) Dillard let him know just how bad things looked when he finished.  As usual, everyone, with the exception of the new shooters, took great pains to give the lonely revolver shooter grief on this stage and throughout the match.

Stage Four was where we separate the “gamers” from the shooters.  This was an 18 round Comstock course that required the activation of two drop turners by pulling on the beer mugs placed on the bar.  Needless to say, our squad played the game and tried to activate and engage the disappearing targets as the stage design intended.   (Mike, of the libelously labeled “gamer squad” chimes in here to say that there is no penalty for not engaging disappearing targets.  In the case of this stage, the points from the disappearing targets were not worth the time required to engage them.)  That of course was when Leighton surpassed Tim in the running for the “Monkey and the Football Award.”  After activating and engaging the first drop turner, Leighton activated the second and then tried to make a reload before engaging.  Needless to say, as good as he is, he did not make it this time.  Something about that “deer in the headlights look” when he realized what he had done tickled everyone in the squad’s fancy. 

Stage One was your basic 26 round run and gun field course and that is where people began to make up lost ground.  Unfortunately, when you make up time it sometimes has an effect on accuracy.  Just ask Leighton.  Jim Davis was finally able to get and edge on his fellow Cajun Walter Latapie and that combined with the classifier Stage Two gave JD the win in Production.  This ended a long dry spell for JD.  What made this a challenge was not the design so much as the use of the USPSA “Classic” target.  As everyone knows, these do not provide a well-defined A Zone, and many a good shooter found himself getting C’s when he thought he had A’s.  

Stage Two was nothing more than a pain in the A--.  Starting with hands on a barrel, and then having to go down and fire through the barrel is no fun whatsoever.  John Heiter claimed that Pat DeBerry had picked this classifier out at a earlier shooters meeting, but he denies all responsibility and intends to start taking notes at future meetings to preclude this from happening again.

January 3-Gun Match

(aka the bi-monthly “unfamiliar gun drill”)

Nine of us diehards showed up to shoot and shiver in the cold.  “Bwana” Pat and his '03 Springfield were notably absent, but there was quite a variety of interesting long guns present, including Jeff's Mech Tech Glock carbine conversion, Jack's Uzi, and Sean Walsh's G3.

This was the first Magnolia 3-gun match under the new rules.  The new “Tactical Aggregate” division (optic-sighted rifle, limited-class shotgun and pistol) appeared to be rather popular with 4 of the 9 shooters.  Next most popular division was Standard with 3 shooters, followed by Open with 2.

Stage 1 – The Big 44 – was a “target rich environment”.  All 3 guns were on a table, (or was the pistol holstered? I can't remember).  There were a variety of targets from 10 to 80 yards, including the dreaded Texas Star.  1 swinger target was designated for shotgun slugs, the rest did not specify what you had to engage them with.  In other words, there were plenty of opportunities to screw things up.  Some folks wound up engaging the 80-yard targets with pistols due to rifle malfunctions.

Stages 2 and 3 were essentially the same stage, cleverly modified to run as a shotgun stage (with steel and clay bird holders) for stage 2, and as a pistol stage (with a lot more paper targets) for stage 3.

Stage 4 was another “all 3 guns” stage, but much more compact since it was setup within the 25-yard berm.  By this time, those of us who had to debug rifle problems had managed to work out the kinks, and managed to get through the stage without embarrassing malfunctions.

Not much more to say here... We came, we set up, we shot, we tore down, and we went home to recover from hypothermia.  We did learn some valuable lessons, though.

1. It helps if you actually bring 3 guns to a 3-gun match.  Don't forget your pistol.  (And if you do, you might as well tell everyone that you are a big dummy, it can't get much worse).

2. Excess lube around your AR's firing pin is a Bad Thing(tm).  Especially when it is cold. 

3. The Mech Tech Carbine Conversion Unit for Glocks does not like the Scherer 33 round magazines.  It does fine with factory Glock mags.

4. The Plates on the Texas Star are tougher than they look.  Your pistol might be more effective at knocking them off than an open-choked shotgun with birdshot.

Hammer Down and Holster.    

Stats for the January Matches can be found here:

January 2005 Pistol Match Results - All Divisions
January 2005 3-Gun Match Results - All Divisions
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